
Otterburn Parish Council
Annual General Meeting

Tuesday, 3 May, 2022
Between 7.30pm and 7.45pm 
At Otterburn Memorial Hall 

MINUTES

Present
Cllrs Andrew Shone, Joanne Nichols, Ruth Appleby, Gemma Cook, George Peto & Mark Goddard

In Attendance
Martin Chilvers – Clerk, John Hartshorne, Gordon & Moria Ledger, Elaine Ryder, Denise Corkin 
and two further parishioners

Apologies for absence

There were no apologies.

1. Election of Officers

George Peto was proposed as Chair by Joanne Nichols and seconded by Gemma Cook.
Ruth Appleby was proposed as Vice Chair by Mark Goddard and seconded by Gemma Cook.

2. Summary of the year’s activity
Report on the activity from May 2021 – April 2022 – This report outlines the significant matters of 
business covered by the Parish Council during the past year.

The Parish Clerk welcomed Mark Goddard as a Parish Councillor in 2021 to fill the six seats on 
the Council.

The first ‘Village in Bloom’ was a success with a good number of entries. The event was organised
by Cllr Peto and judged by Diane Whyte. The 2022 competition details will soon be shared.

Storms Arwen and Malik caused havoc and substantial damage across the area. Power and 
communications were lost for many days for some local residents. It was a difficult time for many 
but residents chowed great resilience to help one another. The Parish Council is working with local
authorities to ensure there is greater, immediate support in the event of future storms.

The Parish Council continues to work with Northumberland County Council (NCC) to develop a safer road 
design through Otterburn that reduces the traffic speed and help to make a safer environment for 
pedestrians. The first phase to include introduction of bollards in key locations along the pavement as well 
pavement improvements opposite the junction to the B6320. A second phase to include the relocation of the 
Bankfoot 30mph signs and potentially creation of two build outs is still to be designed and costed.

Meantime the Parish Council with the financial assistance of Ray Windfunds and Northumbria Water Ltd 
has purchased and installed two replacement speed indicator devices with data capture to record the extent 
of speeding problem in the village. 

The Parish Clerk has continued to represent the Parish Council and community at the Ray Windfarm 
Community Interest Company (CIC) as well as on the HLF Revitalising Redesdale Steering 
Group.  
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One of the Revitalising Projects during 2021 was to redevelop the Percy’s Cross area. Work took 
place in November and the area is vastly improved. New signage is due to be installed during the 
summer of 2022.

The Parish Council has worked with NCC for the pavement alongside the Castle Hotel to be 
resurfaced.

With financial assistance from Ray Windfarm the Parish Council has installed a new solar light in 
what was a poorly pavement area between Snaiths Depot and Redewater View houses.

NCC additionally kindly installed a new street light next to the Council salt depot site to help 
illuminate the area for pedestrians.

The Parish Councillors have spent considerable time consulting and planning redevelopments for 
the Millennium Green. Initial plans with assistance of Revitalising Redesdale include the 
introduction of a live ‘Christmas tree’ (Korean Fir) that is due to planted in May. Recycled plastic 
picnic benches will replace the two seats in the worse condition in the Millennium Green. 
Additional saplings have been planted that will provide wildlife friendly shrubs. Meantime the 
remaining seating has been re-varnished including Leanne’s seat with a kind donation for the work
from her father.  The next stage is to include a bug hotel and a permanent electric supply as well 
as possible a community garden area for the Youth Club to use.  A cherry tree was planted in the 
Millennium Green in 2021 as a memory to local resident, Elsie Kinghorn.

Four flower boxes were bought in 2021 and planted at key locations in the village. These have 
been planted and maintained by a team of volunteers to help add a degree of colour. 

Two litter pick events were run in the year. Thanks go to the volunteers who helped make the 
village tidier by collecting many bags of rubbish.

The Parish Council submitted to NCC three topics for the Local Transport Programme. These 
were the introduction of a 20mph speed limit in both Brierley Gardens and Willow Green. Safety 
features at the bridge near Otterburn Mill on the B6320 and safety features at the junction of 
Willow Green.

The Parish Council are working with a local consultant to commission a local directory map of 
Otterburn as part of the Queen’s Jubilee celebrations that will be installed next to the PC Carroll’s 
seat.

The Parish Council have considered eight planning applications received from either NCC or 
Northumberland National Park during the past 12 months.

The Parish Council has agreed over the past year donations to Tynedale Hospice, Great North Air 
Ambulance and AGE UK Northumberland.

After careful deliberation the Councillors agreed to maintain the precept at £6,562.

Thanks go to my fellow Councillors who all given up free time to volunteer and assist in work to 
improve the quality of life within the Parish of Otterburn and neighbouring communities. 

3. Finance update
The Clerk advised the opening balance on 1 April 2021 had been £16,245 closing balance at 31 
March, 2022 £11,056. Receipts for the year had totalled £2,642. This included £32,215 from Ray 
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Windfunds for new solar street light and £268 from Revitalising Redesdale for flower boxes. The 
Precept had been maintained at £6,582.

The major items of expenditure during the 2021-22 financial year included £5,057 + VAT for two 
new speed indicator devices, grass cutting £936 + VAT. Part payment for the solar street light work
of £795 + VAT and Clerk’s salary, £3,155.

The Parish Council assets had increased in value to £49621 recognising the purchase of the 
speed indicator devices.  

4. Reports from County Councillor and questions
Cllr Riddle had been unable to attend the meeting.

5. Matters for further discussion
There were no other matters raised.
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